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impatience, and the day is lost. Meanwhile the 
hour for the appointment of the man of affairs 
is slipping by and emergency and accident cases 
are crowding the waiting room. 

Happily a solution of this qicalty has been 
discovered. 

A woman is less alarming to the rely, as she 
forms a part of his usual entourage. In the 
nursery, in the home or in the preschool class 
she can break through his defense. She has his 
confidence. What is done in the nature of 
investigation must take the form of play. The 
method must be so simple that there is no tax 
on the child’s intelligence and must be suf- 
ficiently accurate to enable the observer to draw 
reasonably exact conclusions. It has been 
found that a card on which are printed lines 
of symbols or letters is confusing. The test 
object should consist of one single thing. 


Infant's Eyes Follow Candle 


In the infant 5 or 6 months old the presence or 
absence of sight can be determined by means of 
a lighted candle. If it is moved before the eyes 
they will follow it. If one is covered the other 
will continue to do so and the process may then 
be reversed. The fact that the light is per- 
ceived is shown by the contraction of the pupil 
when the flame is uncovered at a distance of 
12 or 14 inches from the eye. 

In children of 3 or 4 years the task is more 
difficult. The single object that has been chosen 
for the test is the letter E commonly employed 
on the visual charts. These letters are so formed 
that the square of which it is constructed is five 
times the width of each part of the letter. Ata 
specified distance the ability to distinguish a 
letter of a certain size gives the accepted mea- 
sure of the range of sight and may be so 
recorded. 

The printed chart contains one large letter 
on the top, with two on the second line and 
with three, four, five and more on succeeding 
lines as space permits. Each letter is so placed 
on the chart that the open side is turned in 
any one of four directions. It may be up or 
down, backward or forward. 

The test consists in having the child or older 
person who is examined name the direction 
toward which the open side turns, smaller let- 
ters being used successively, at a stated distance 
until if in the final row the position of each 
letter is correctly indicated the eyes being 
tested separately, normal sight is recorded. If 
the smallest of the symbols that can be seen is 
yet not the smallest that should be seen, the 
record is made in the form of a fraction, the 
figure above the line signifying the distance at 
which the test is made and that below the line 
the smallest letter actually seen. If then the 
lowest letters are correctly indicated the record 


20 20 
would read xx or 35 or normal. If only the 
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largest letter, the record would read 2 cc or as : 


if one that should be seen at fifty feet, or 2 > 


etc., so that in this way a permanent visual 
record may be maintained. 

It was found by Miss Eleanor P. Brown, Mrs. 
Jessie Ross Royer and their associates making 
these observations for the committee that sim- 
ple as these tests would seem to be, they are 
not so psychologically. The untrained infantile 
mind has not learned to focus itself on the 
object seen. It has not learned to discriminate 
differentially and it has not learned  self- 
expression. Apperception comes rapidly but it 
requires a degree of preliminary training. 

The first requisite is the fixing of attention. 
The wandering of the mind of the child is 
evidenced in the uncertainty of the movements 
of its eyes. They turn momentarily from one 
object to another without any fixity of purpose. 
If the physician stands by the little one, the 
child’s eyes after looking for an instant toward 
the test chart seek inquiringly the eyes of the 
examiner, and it is evident that the interest 
centers in him rather than in the distant and 
unexciting card with its black symbols on it. 

Attention must be first aroused by interest. 
Before interest can be excited confidence must 
be established and confidence comes from 
acquaintance and friendliness. A little time is 
thus well spent if the investigator is a stranger, 
in gaining the friendship of this little adven- 
turer in a new world. 


Making a Game of It 


The dull serious work must then be vitalized. 
It becomes a game. The big “E”—is-a—funny 
animal with flinee legs. Now he lies on his 
back, now he stands on his three legs, now his 
legs point this way and now that. But how 
shall this mute, timid little creature play so 
hard a game? It is too much to expect a mind 
diverted by outside interests to exclude these 


and to engage in the complicated mental 
processes of watching, thinking, discriminating 


and vocalizing all at once. So these clever 
women developed a system of signaling, which 


is much easier and which leads the little 
observer to forget his self-consciousness. With 


a great sweep of the arm the direction is indi- 
cated in which this amusing animal is turning 
his legs up or to the right with the right arm, 
down or to the left with the left. 

So with much laughter and glee one eye is 
covered and smaller symbols are employed 
until at last the smallest has been correctly 
seen and the eyes are recorded as normal. Or 
if, as sometimes happens, one eye is found to 
have an imperfection of sight and only one half 
or one tenth of the normal vision is found to 
be present then this is an urgent case for the 


intervention of the skilled ophthalmologist. 
This is doubly true if one eye has a slight 
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H. Armstrong Roberts 


From early work- 
outs, through gruel- 
ing practice, up to 
championship 
games an. ever- 
growing public fol- 
lows its football 
heroes. By Novem- 
ber the athletes are 
at the peak of con- 
dition both in indi- 
vidual development 
and in team play. 
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